4    ' 1      f       \
»   a       [,   -> i i i    i  f
320
WALTON'S LlVES.
[A.D. 1774.
Lord Hailes otherwise than with high respect. I return the sheets \ to which I have done what mischief I could; and finding it so little, thought not much of sending them. The narrative is clear, lively, and short.
'I have done worse to Lord Hailes than by neglecting his sheets: I have run him in debt. Dr. Home, the President of Magdalen College in Oxford, wrote to me about three months ago, that he purposed to reprint Walton's Lives, and desired me to contribute to the work; my answer was, that Lord Hailes intended the same publication; and Dr. Home has resigned it to him *. His Lordship must now think seriously about it.
' Of poor dear Dr. Goldsmith there is little to be told, more than the papers have made publick. He died of a fever, made, I am afraid, more violent by uneasiness of mind. His debts began to be heavy, and all his resources were exhausted. Sir Joshua8 is of opinion that he owed not less than two thousand pounds4. Was ever poet so trusted before ?
' You may, if you please, put the inscription thus :—
" Maria Scotorum Regina nata 15—, a suis in exilium acta 15—, ab hospita neci data 15—." You must find the years.
' Of your second daughter you certainly gave the account yourself, though you have forgotten it. While Mrs. Boswell is well,
x On the cover enclosing them, Dr. Johnson wrote,' If my delay has given any reason for supposing that I have not a very deep sense of the honour done me by asking my judgement, I am very sorry.' Bos-
WELL.
a See fast, March 20,1776.
3  'Sir Joshua was much affected by the death of Goldsmith, to whom he had been a very sincere friend.    He did not touch the pencil for that day, a circumstance most extraordinary for him who passed no day without a line'   Northcote's Reynolds, i. 325.
4  He owed his tailor £79, though he had paid him £110 in 1773. In this payment was included ^35 for his nephew's clothes.   We find such entries in his own bills as—
£   s-   d.
To Tyrian bloom satin grain and garter blue silk breeches   827 To Queen's-blue dress suit -----------11170
To your blue velvet suit ------------ 21 10   9
(See ante, ii. 95.) Filby's son said to Mr. Prior:—'My father attributed no blame to Goldsmith; he had been a good customer, and had he lived would have paid every farthing.' Prior's Goldsmith, ii.232.
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